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Dear Colleagues,

We invite you to attend the first edition of Symposium in
Republic of Moldova, an EFS-endorsed event, that will
focus on Complications in gastroesophageal reflux disease.
This meeting will include 2 days of interactive discussions
on the topics and presentation of clinical cases with Live
surgery from operating rooms, dedicated to complications
of GERD. The goal of this symposium is to reunite
specialists in GEJ surgery, endoscopy, gastroenterology in
order to create a multidisciplinary board that discusses and
reviews surgical techniques, management of complications
and new findings in GEJ pathology. 

We invite you to join us!!!
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20 September 
Day 1. 20.09.2024 9:00–15:30

PROGRAM

Republican Clinical Hospital “Timofei Mosneaga”,
str. Testemitanu 29, Amfiteatrul 1st floor.

9:00-9:30 Opening ceremony

Prof. Univ. Dr., President, Association of Surgeons „Nicolae Anestiadi”,
Republic of Moldova - Sergiu Ungureanu

Prof. Univ. Dr., Rector of” Nicolae Testemitanu” State University of
Medicine and Pharmacy of the RM – Emil Ceban

Director of the Republican Clinical Hospital “Timofei Moșneaga” – 
Andrei Uncuța

 PhD, Associate professor - Natalia Șipitco

 Prof. Univ., EFS Chair of the Board - Luigi Bonavina

 WHO – Dr. Miljana Grbic

9:30–9:45
The importance of EFS Courses
Prof. Univ. Dr., EFS chair of the Board
Sebastian Schoppmann

10:00-10:15 Coffee break

9:45–10:00 Ethicon –shaping the future of surgery
 Dr. Alexandru Nedelcu
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20 September 
Day 1. 20.09.2024 9:00–15:30

10:15–15:00 Case presentations

15:00-15:15
Prevention of healthcare-associated
infections and the prudent use of
antimicrobials in the surgical treatment of
complicated GERD. WHO

15:15-15:30
Discussions

&

Modertors: Luigi Bonavina, Calin Popa, Sergiu Ungureanu

Live surgery

Clinical case – Hiatal hernia, Toupet or Nissen fundoplication;1.

Clinical case - Peptic stenosis of esophagus;2.

Live questions and answers during surgery.

Closing remarks 

PROGRAM Association of Surgeons
„Nicolae Anestiadi”,
Republic of Moldova



Session 1
Basics in severe gastroesophageal reflux disease 

(Barrett, Stenosis, Type 4 HH)

21 September 
Day 2. 21.09.2024 9:00–16:45

Republican Clinical Hospital “Timofei Mosneaga”,
str. Testemitanu 29, Amfiteatrul 1st floor.

9:00-9:10

Modertors: Ognjan Skrobic, Sebastian Schoppmann, Calin Popa

Physiopathology of reflux disease and
the evolution to advanced disease
Diana Schlanger

9:10-9:20
Functional explorations and endoscopic
findings in severe  gastroesophageal disease
Denis Ardeleanu 

9:20-9:30
Imagistics for severe gastroesophageal
reflux disease
Igor Gavrilascenco
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9:30-9:40
Endoscopic diagnosis and management of
different types  of columnar metaplasia of
esophagus
Corina Scerbatiuc-Condur 



21 September 
Day 2. 21.09.2024 9:00–16.45
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9:50-10:10 Coffee break

9:40-9:50 Discussions

Session 2
Barrett esophagus

Modertors: Alexander Simic, Luigi Bonavina, Natalia Sipitco

10:10-10:45
Clinical case – Endoluminal treatment for
Barrett`s esophagus (live surgery)
Viorel Istrate

10:45–11:00 Preventing Barrett´s  esophagus
Luigi Bonavina

11:00-11:15 Endoscopic treatment for Barrett esophagus
Aleksandar Simic

11:15-11:30
Anti-reflux surgery for preventing progression
of Barrett´s esophagus
Natalia Sipitco 

11:30-11:45 Discussions



Session 3
Peptic esophageal stenosis

21 September 
Day 2. 21.09.2024 9:00–16:45

12:15-12:30
Surgical interventions for esophageal
peptic stenosis 

Modertors: Moustafa Elshafei, Dragoș Predescu, Skrobic Ognjana

12:00-12:15 Calin Popa

11:45-12:00
Endoscopic treatment options of peptic
stenosis 
Richarda Romanenco

Moustafa Elshafei

12:45-13:00 Discussions

Preoperative preparation of patients

13:00-13:45 Lunch 
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12:30-12:45
From pathological reflux to junctional
cancer – myth or truth, hypothesis or
concept – an exploration of current reality
Dragos Predescu



Session 4
End-stage reflux disease - Type 4 hiatal hernia

21 September 
Day 2. 21.09.2024 9:00–16:45

13:45-14:00

14:15-14:30
Preventing and managing complications of
Linx and Refluxstop

Modertors: Luigi Bonavina, Dimitrios Theodorou, Natalia Sipitco

What anti-reflux procedure to choose?
Dimitrios Theodorou

Luigi Bonavina 

15:15-15:30

14:00-14:15
The use of mesh in giant HH
Alberto Aiolfi 

14:45-15:15 Operative videos & case
presentations – The Team

Coffee break
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14:30-14:45
Bioabsorbable meshes in hiatal hernias
repair. BD Phasix ST Mesh
Paul Cincu



Session 5
Postoperative complications and their management. 

Follow-up

21 September 
Day 2. 21.09.2024 9:00–16:45

15:30-15:45

Modertors: Sergiu Ungureanu, Dimitrios Theodorou, Petre Hoara

Management of early dysphagia and
early recurrence after antireflux surgery
Skrobic Ognjan

16:00-16:15 Re-do surgery

15:45-16:00
Digestive fistulas after anti-reflux
procedures 
Petre Hoara

Dimitrios Theodorou 

16:15-16:30
Can hiatal hernia come back after surgery?
How we can re-do it?
Sergiu Ungureanu
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16:30-16:45 Discussions & Closing remarks 
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